SAINT GEORGE MELKITE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH

1620 BELL STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825
MAILING ADDRESS: POB 660425, SACRAMENTO, CA 95866

WWW. ST-GEORGE-MELKITE.ORG | PHONE: 916.920.2900
PASTOR: REV. HEZEKIAS CARNAZZO 703.504.8733 | DEACON DOROTHEOS 916.538.2535

PASTOR EMERITUS: HIEROMONK BRENDAN MCANERNEY, OP

SUNDAY, JUNE 18 - SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

CHURCH SCHEDULE
Saturday - 5:30 pm Vespers
Sunday - 9:30am Orthros (Morning Prayer)
Sunday - 10:30 am Divine Liturgy
Feast Days - please consult website schedule
* Confession available before all services.

CHURCH GROUPS

Pastoral Council

Contact: Steve Rosensweig (knoinfo@aol.com)
Finance Council

Contact: Sonia Zumout (sohzu@comcast.net)
Property Council

Contact: Austin Roundtree (roundtreecottage@me.com)
Events Committee

Contact: Maher Dabbagh (mike_dabbagh@yahoo.com)
Coffee Social

Contact: Rania Sweidan (Randas001@yahoo.com)
Ladies Guild

Contact: Ghada Salhani (ghadafares62@hotmail.com)

Samaritan Society (Charity)

Contact: Deacon Dorotheos
(dorotheos@st-george-melkite.org)

Education & Evangelization Committee
Contact: Raymond Vincent (rvincent.hop@gmail.com)
Icon & Book Comer

Contact: Charles Tieszen (tieszen@gmail.com)
Sunday School

Contact: Mary Struck (marylstruck@hotmail.com)
Carlos Overstreet (carlosoverstreet@gmail.com)

Flower Committee
Contact: Mary Struck (marylstruck@hotmail.com )

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Health & Salvation:

Priest Gus Deasio, Cecile & Michael Monier,
Joseph Monier, Odette Abcarius, Samia
Zumout, Rosalie Kost, Tony, Ghita, and Kevin
Dipsia, Anthony Frenn, Fr. Peter Boutros, Bp.
John Elya, Fr. James Babcock, Dcn. Thomas
Burke, Rema Habeebi, Jamie Muphy, Anna
Bickel, Samira Habibeh, Dominic Sparacino,
Mary Handal

Memory Etemal:

Suhel Tarazi, Amira Awabdy, Max &
Jeanette Rose, Mary and Saverio Parisi,
Vita and Vincent Virga, Virginia Lago-
marsino, George Procida, George Dipsia,
Rachel Faires, Victoria Ortiz, Eric Cruz,
Harry Lopez, Archimandrite Charles
Michelle Alawais

Place this list in your prayer comer each week
and remember those in need of prayer.

TONE 1 RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION

After the stone was sealed by the Jews * and the while the soldiers were watching
Your spotless body, * You rose, O Savior, on the third day, * bestowing life to the
world.* Therefore the heavenly powers cried out to You, O Giver of life: * “Glory
to Your resurrection, O Christ! * Glory to Your kingdom! * Glory to Your econo-
my, * O You who alone are the lover of mankind!”
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Scriptures - Epistle: Rom 2:10 - 16 | Gospel: Matt 4:18 - 23

Would you like to have a loved one remembered in the Divine Liturgy? Please

email the person’s full baptismal name and whether they are living or reposed to
FatherHezekias@gmail.com.

SPECIAL SCHEDULE FOR THE APOSTLES FAST
Wed, June 21 @ 6:30 pm - Paraklesis Service (Prayers for the Living)
Saturday, June 24 @ 10:30 am - Liturgy for the Nativity of the Forerunner
Wed, June 28 @ 6:30 pm - Vespers
Thursday, June 29 @ 6:30 pm - Divine Liturgy for Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul

Do you know someone who is sick or elderly and cannot come to Church? Please
inform Father Hezekias so that we can visit them and bring them Holy Communion.

SUMMER HAS ARRIVED ! As we enter into the Summer season and the children com-
plete their school year, there are many things which demand our attention (BBQ invita-
tions, amusement parks, and well-deserved vacations). Please remember that we can nev-
er take a vacation from being a Christian and attending to our relationship with God.
Being present at church on Sunday is an essential part of our Christian life. Before planning
the details of a vacation, plan where you and your family will attend church when away
from Saint George. Look up the closest Melkite or Orthodox church where you will be and
check the time for Divine Liturgy and then make your plans for vacation.
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When Christ sent the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and their followers on the first Pentecost, He gave them the divine help to fulfill the
command He had given them, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...” (Mt 28:19). As we read in the Gospels, they did just
that: “And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying
signs” (Mk 16:20). With the end of our Pentecost feast, our attention moves to the apostles and to their work of spreading the message of
Christ’s resurrection. Observing the Fast of the Apostles gives us the chance to recall the hardships they endured in fulfilling their mission
and to unite by prayer and fasting with those continuing their apostolic mission today.

The first seven chapters of the Acts of the Apostles tell us of their activities in Jerusalem. Beginning in chapter eight we see them and their
companions taking the Gospel to Samaria, to the Ethiopian on the road to Gaza, to Lydda and Joppa (chapter 9), to Caesarea, the Roman
provincial capital (chapter 10) and “as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch” (Acts 11:19). When Saul set out on his pursuit of Christians,
there were already believers in Damascus (Acts 9). After his conversion, Saul — now Paul — would bring the Gospel through Asia Minor and
into Europe. The Acts of the Apostles ends with St Paul being brought to Rome for trial before Caesar. He and St Peter would die there as
martyrs in the fulfillment of Christ’s command.

Apart from James, the brother of John, whose death is mentioned in Acts 12:2, none of the other apostles chosen by Christ is mentioned in
Acts. Some of the Twelve never seem to have left the Holy Land, remaining together as a kind of apostolic college; others are said to have
gone far in spreading the Gospel. The many lives of these apostles written over the centuries sought to fill in the details.

Perhaps the most travelled of the Twelve apart from Peter was St Thomas, who was said to have gone eastward through the Persian Empire
to India’s Malabar Coast, according to the Acts of Thomas (c. 200-225 ad). The Syriac Churches of that region, known as St Thomas Chris-
tians, claim descent from this apostle’s converts among the Jewish merchants who had settled there.

The Apostolic Tradition

While the apostles lived they were clearly the ultimate authority among the followers of Christ. They had not only seen the Lord, they were
the first chosen by Him as His ambassadors to the world. But when there was no one left who had actually witnessed the life, death and
resurrection of the Lord, to whom or to what did the early Christians look for surety in their faith?

Second-generation Christians were counseled to remember what the eye-witnesses (the apostles) had passed on to them. Thus Timothy,
the disciple of St Paul, was advised by his mentor, “Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love
which are in Christ Jesus” (2 Tm 1:13). But where would the next generation of Christians find the teachings of the apostles? First and sec-
ond century believers looked to three sources for these teachings: the Apostolic Writings, the Apostolic Churches and the Apostolic Succes-
sion of Church leaders who maintained the faith of the apostles.

The Apostolic Writings — Over the next few years the core of this Apostolic Tradition would be written down and circulated among the
different local Churches. Some books would be recognized as reflecting that tradition by individual Churches or regional synods. They would
form what we call the New Testament. Other books would not be included in the canon (the comprehensive list of the accepted books).
Some were rejected because the Jesus they portrayed was not the Jesus of the Apostolic Tradition. Today they are called apocryphal gospels
and acts. It was only at the end of the third century that the final list of New Testament books would be accepted by all the local Churches
then in existence. Other early writings were respected by the Churches and were considered canonical in some Churches, but not in all. One
of the oldest is an epistle from “The Church of God which sojourns in Rome to the Church of God which sojourns in Corinth” (1:1), tradition-
ally called “First Clement,” after St Clement |, who was Bishop of Rome from ad 88 to 99, when this work as written. | Clement was not listed
in the final canon. Other early works which were considered Scripture for a time are the first century Didache or Teaching of the Twelve
Apostles, and the Protoevangelium of James, dated to the early second-century.

The Apostolic Churches — In the mid-first century Christians looked for leadership to the Church of Jerusalem, which later believers would
call “the Mother of all the Churches.” In Acts 15:1-29 we read how St Paul’s controversial mission to the Gentiles was discussed by the apos-
tles and elders of that Church. When the Romans devastated Jerusalem and destroyed the temple in ad 70, the city’s Christians were
scattered. The Churches in regional centers which boasted connections to the apostles, such as Alexandria in Egypt, the “See of St Mark,”
and Antioch in Syria, “where the disciples were first called ‘Christians’” (Acts 11:26), became prominent. By the end of the first century the
Church of Rome, where both Peter and Paul had ended their days, had come to be considered “the Church which presides in love” as St
Ignatius of Antioch called it in his epistle to the Romans.

The Apostolic Succession — First century Christians also noted how the apostles, “... preaching through countries and cities, appointed the
first-fruits [of their labors] to be bishops and deacons of those who should afterwards believe, having first proved them by the Spirit... and
afterwards gave instructions, that when these should fall asleep, other approved men should succeed them in their ministry” (1 Clement 42,
44). Thus the body of bishops came to be known as the “successors of the apostles,” and the guarantors of apostolic faith in the Churches
throughout the world.

From the Apostolic Tradition

THERE are two ways, one of life and one of death, but the difference between the two ways is great. This is the way of life: First, you shall
love God who made you; secondly, you shall love your neighbor as yourself; and whatever you do not wish to happen to you, do not do to
another. Now, this is the meaning of the words, “Bless those who curse you, and pray for your enemies, and fast for those that persecute

”

you”...

Now the second commandment of the Teaching is: You shall not commit murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not corrupt boys,
you shall not fornicate, you shall not steal, you shall not practice magic or use spells, you shall not kill a child by abortion, or destroy that
which has been begotten. You shall not desire whatever belongs to your neighbor, you shall not swear falsely or bear false witness. You shall
not speak evil (of anyone), or bear malice towards them... You shall hate no one, but some you shall reprove, and for some you shall pray,
and some you shall love more than your own life.” The Didache, 1, 2



