SAINT GEORGE MELKITE GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH

1620 BELL STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825
MAILING ADDRESS: POB 660425, SACRAMENTO, CA 95866

WWW. STGEORGEMELKITE.ORG | PHONE: 916.920.2900
PASTOR: REV. HEZEKIAS CARNAZZO 703.504.8733 | DEACON DOROTHEOS 916.538.2535

PASTOR EMERITUS: HIEROMONK BRENDAN MCANERNEY, OP

SUNDAY, JUNE 25 - THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

CHURCH SCHEDULE
Saturday - 5:30 pm Vespers
Sunday - 9:30am Orthros (Morning Prayer)
Sunday - 10:30 am Divine Liturgy
Feast Days - please consult website schedule
* Confession available before all services.

CHURCH GROUPS

Pastoral Council

Contact: Steve Rosenzweig (knoinfo@aol.com)
Finance Council

Contact: Sonia Zumout (sohzu@comcast.net)
Property Council

Contact: Austin Roundtree (roundtreecottage@me.com)
Events Committee

Contact: Maher Dabbagh (mike_dabbagh@yahoo.com)
Coffee Social

Contact: Rania Sweidan (Randas001@yahoo.com)
Ladies Guild

Contact: Ghada Salhani (ghadafares62@hotmail.com)

Samaritan Society (Charity)

Contact: Deacon Dorotheos
(dorotheos@st-george-melkite.org)

Education & Evangelization Committee
Contact: Raymond Vincent (rvincent.hop@gmail.com)
Icon & Book Comer

Contact: Charles Tieszen (tieszen@gmail.com)
Sunday School

Contact: Mary Struck (marylstruck@hotmail.com)
Carlos Overstreet (carlosoverstreet@gmail.com)

Flower Committee
Contact: Mary Struck (marylstruck@hotmail.com )

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Health & Salvation:

Priest Gus Deasio, Cecile & Michael Monier,,
Joseph Monier, Odette Abcarius, Sonia Zu-
mout, Samia Zumout, Rosalie Kost, Tony, Ghi-
ta, and Kevin Dipsia, Fr. Peter Boutros, Bp. John
Elya, Dcn. Thomas Burke, Rema Habeebi, Jamie
Muphy, Anna Bickel, Elias & Samira Habibeh

Memory Eternal:

Amira Awabdy, Max & Jeanette Rose,
Mary and Saverio Parisi, Vita and Vin-
cent Virga, Virginia Lagomarsino,,
George Procida, George Dipsia, Rachel
Faires, Victoria Ortiz, Eric Cruz , Harry
Lopez, Archimandrite Charles, Michel
Alawais, Priest Franciso Vincente

Place this list in your prayer comer each week
and remember those in need of prayer.

TONE 2 RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION

When You descended to death, O immortal Life, * You put Hades to death
by the splendor of Your divinity. * And when You raised the dead from be-
low the earth, * all the heavenly powers cried out to you: * “O Giver of life,
Christ our God, glory to You!”
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Scriptures - Epistle: Rom 5:1 - 10 | Gospel: Matt 6:22 - 33

BREAKING NEWS! Saint George has a wonderful new website with lots of

new resources. Check it out and help spread the word!

www.StGeorgeMelkite.org

SPECIAL SCHEDULE FOR THE APOSTLES FAST
Wed, June 28 @ 6:30 pm - Vespers
Thursday, June 29 @ 6:30 pm - Divine Liturgy for Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul

Why do we honor the Saints? “During their earthly lives, all the saints are an
incentive to virtue for those who hear and see them with understanding, for
they are human icons of excellence, animated pillars of goodness, and living
books, which teach us the way to better things. Afterwards, when they depart
this life, the benefit we gain from them is kept alive for ever through the re-
membrance of their virtues. By commemorating their noble deeds, we offer
them that praise which, on the one hand, we owe them for the good they did
our Ancestors, but which, on the other, is also fitting for us at the present time,
on account of the help they give us now.” - Saint Gregory Palamas

Check out our new Saint George Twitter
Feed (@stgeorgesac) and Instagram
(@stgeorgemelkitesac). And help spread
the word about our wonderful communi-
ty by sharing our Facebook posts!

Do you know someone who is sick or elderly and cannot come to Church? Please
inform Father Hezekias so that we can visit them and bring them Holy Communion.

The beautiful flowers in the church today are offered by Mary and Fred Struck in honor of there fa-

thers Fred Struck and Vern Boling. If you would like to offer flowers in memory of a loved one, please
contact Mary Struck at marylstruck@hotmail.com
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In Matthew’s Gospel three important moments take place on a mountain: what we call the “Sermon on the Mount” (Mt 5-7), the Holy
Transfiguration of Christ (Mt 17:1-9), and the eschatological discourse in which the Lord speaks to the signs of His coming (Mt 24:3 and fol-
lowing). Each of them evokes the memory of an Old Testament event in order to proclaim the person and message of Christ.

In both the Sermon on the Mount and the Transfiguration we see Christ depicted in terms recalling Moses’ encounter with God on Mount
Sinai. There are several points of comparison and/or contrast which have been identified since the first Christian centuries:

Location — Both events take place “on a mountain;” however there are no mountains in Galilee on the scale of Mount Sinai. The place tradi-
tionally identified as the site of the Sermon on the Mount is a hillside on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee, near Capernaum. It
overlooks a plain which can accommodate thousands. A Byzantine church was erected there in the fourth century. In the 1930s Italian dicta-
tor Mussolini sponsored the building of the Church of the Beatitudes on this site to commemorate the Sermon on the Mount.

The place of the Transfiguration is not identified in the Gospels. Jesus took Peter, James and John, we are told, and “led them up on a high
mountain” (Mt 17:1). In the third century Origen identified the site of the Transfiguration as Mount Tabor, west of the Sea of Galilee, a mo-
nadnock, or rocky hill which rises dramatically from the plain which surrounds it. It was a pilgrimage site by the fourth century with several
churches at its peak. Today there are two: one Greek Orthodox, the other Roman Catholic, each with a monastery attached. Identifying
these Galilee sites as “mountains” emphasizes the connections with the experience of Moses.

The Cloud and Glory — In the days of Moses, “the glory of the Lord rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days” (Ex 24:16).
When the Father spoke at Jesus’ Transfiguration, the “high mountain” was overshadowed by “a bright cloud” (Mt 17:5). On Sinai “when the
people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off” (Ex 20:18). On Tabor the disciples “were fearful as they entered the cloud” (Lk 9:34), sign of
their greater intimacy with the divine presence.

On Sinai Moses asked to see the Lord’s glory, but the Lord replied: “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live” (Ex 33:20).
At the Transfiguration, on the other hand, Jesus’ face “shone like the sun and His clothes became white as the light” (Mt 17). What was con-
cealed in the experience of Moses becomes manifested to the disciples on Mount Tabor. As John’s Gospel has it, “we beheld His glory,

the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14).

The Giving of the Law — On Sinai Moses receives the Law from God, which he then transmits to the people. The heart of the Law is, of
course, the Ten Commandments but there is much more besides: ritual precepts, commercial laws, jurisprudence, reparations, money-
lending, etc. Chapters 21 through 23 are devoted to these laws.

On the mount near Capernaum the Lord Jesus also delivers a Law, the heart of which is expressed in the nine Beatitudes. While most of the
Commandments are expressed negatively (“Thou shalt not...”), the Beatitudes are expressed positively as the path to perfection (“Blessed
are the...”).

As the Ten Commandments were but a part of the Law given to Moses on Sinai, there is more to the Law of Christ than the Beatitudes. In
the Sermon on the Mount Christ continues with an expansion of the Ten Commandments (Mt 5:28-47). Not only external actions (e.g. mur-
der, adultery) but interior passions (e.g. anger, lust) deviate from the Law. Love must replace the desire for vengeance and that love must
extend to all, even our enemies. The result is that “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Mt 5:48), which
has been described as the summary of the Beatitudes.

Perhaps the most remarkable thing about the Sermon on the Mount concerns the way Christ proclaims His Law. On Sinai God gives His Laws
to Moses with instructions to set them before the people of Israel. In the Sermon on the Mount it is Christ Himself who teaches in His own
name, placing Himself as the equal of Him who gave the Law to Moses: “You have heard that it was said to those of old... But | say to

you...” (Mt 5: 21, 27, 31-32, 33-34, 38-39, 43-44).

The Lord Jesus does not negate the Ten Commandments; rather, He gives them greater depth. As He said, “Do not think that | came to de-
stroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill” (Mt 5:17). He completes or fulfills the Law by addressing our inner
motivations as well as our actions. If our aim as believers is to know God, then we must know Him from within, by assuming His attitudes
and adopting His ways for living. As He is perfect, so ought we to be.

Is This for Everyone?

The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel is addressed to “the multitudes.” Yet in the medieval West a common opinion was that the
Beatitudes were “intended for those who strive for perfection; they are based on poverty, chastity and obedience and are therefore primar-
ily for those who join the religious life.” Ordinary Christians were counseled that salvation was assured for them if they devoutly observe the
precepts of the Church. This opinion was rigorously denounced by Luther and others during the Protestant Reformation as undoing the Ser-
mon on the Mount, but it is still frequently found even in contemporary Roman Catholic writings.

The East, on the other hand, has always seen the spirit of the Beatitudes as basic to the Christian life for both monastics and lay people. The
ways in which monastics and laypeople will embrace humility, poverty of spirit, compassion, or the pursuit of righteousness will differ but
their essential importance is the same for both. The Beatitudes point out the path to the kingdom of God, the goal for all Christians.

At two significant moments in our liturgical life the central place held by the Beatitudes in our spirituality is reflected. In many churches,
particularly in the Slavic tradition, the Beatitudes are sung at the Divine Liturgy during the Little Entrance. As the Gospel Book is carried to
the center of the church, this passage from the Sermon on the Mount is sung as the summary of the entire Gospel message of Christ.

The second liturgical moment pointing to the universal importance of the Beatitudes in our spirituality takes place at the burial service. The
Beatitudes climax the funeral hymns at the funerals of non-monastics (laypersons and priests). They are sung with hymns such as the fol-
lowing inserted between the verses: “May Christ grant rest to you in the city of the living. May He open to you the gates of paradise and
make you a citizen of His kingdom. May He remit your sins, for He loves you greatly.” Communion with Christ, is the ultimate goal of our life
as Christians, whether monastics, clergy or laity. Living the Beatitudes is the universal means to that goal.



