CHURCH SCHEDULE
Saturday - 5:30 pm Vespers
Sunday - 9:30am Orthros (Morning Prayer)
Sunday - 10:30 am Divine Liturgy
Feast Days - please consult website schedule
* Confession available before all services.

CHURCH GROUPS

Pastoral Council

Contact: Steve Rosenzweig (knoinfo@aol.com)
Finance Council

Contact: Sonia Zumout (sohzu@comcast.net)
Property Council

Contact: Austin Roundtree (roundtreecottage@me.com)
Events Committee

Contact: Maher Dabbagh (mike_dabbagh@yahoo.com)
Coffee Social

Contact: Rania Sweidan (Randas001@yahoo.com)
Ladies Guild

Contact: Ghada Salhani (ghadafares62@hotmail.com)

Samaritan Society (Charity)
Contact: Deacon Dorotheos
(dorotheos@st-george-melkite.org)

Education & Evangelization Committee
Contact: Raymond Vincent (rvincent.hop@gmail.com)
Icon & Book Comer

Contact: Charles Tieszen (tieszen@gmail.com)
Sunday School

Contact: Mary Struck (marylstruck@hotmail.com)
Carlos Overstreet (carlosoverstreet@gmail.com)
Flower Committee

Contact: Mary Struck (marylstruck@hotmail.com )

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Health & Salvation:

Marie Antunes, Phoebe & Peter, Mary
Priest Gus Deasio, Cecile & Michael Monier,
Joseph Monier, Odette Abcarius, Samia Zu-
mout, Rosalie Kost, Tony, Ghita, and Kevin
Dipsia, Rema Habeebi, Jamie Murphy, Sami-
ra Habibeh, George Snobar, Daniel & Mela-
nie Allard, Priest Jean Ghaby, Anthony
Frenn, Frederick Emmons, Anthony & Rose-
mary Antunes

Memory Eternal:

Max & Jeanette Rose, Fr. Charles Aboody
Mary and Saverio Parisi, Vita and Vincent
Virga, Virginia Lagomarsino, George Procida
George Dipsia, Lulu & Ibrahim Snobar
Yacoub & Sophie, Elias, Saleem, Suad, Sylvia
Hishmeh, Jean Pierre & Paule Rathle, Paul
Bryant, Scott Johnson

Place this list in your prayer comer each week
and remember those in need of prayer.

SUNDAY, JULY 23 ~ SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

TONE 6 RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION

The angelic powers were around Your tomb, * and the guards became as dead; * and
Mary stood at the tomb, * seeking Your spotless body. * Then You despoiled Hades
without being tried by it * and You met the Virgin, O Bestower of life. * O Lord, who
rose from the dead, * glory to You!
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Scriptures - Epistle: ROM 15: 1 - 7 | Gospel: Mathew 9:27 - 35

Do you know someone who is sick or elderly and cannot come to Church? Please

inform one of the clergy so that we can visit them and bring them Holy Communion.

NEW SAINT GEORGE WEBSITE HIGHLIGHT!

Have you read Bishop Nicholas’s Blueprint for the Apostolic Church? You can
access it on our website at https://stgeorgemelkite.org/about-us

oS N Losbing Alead! Save the Date!

August 1 - 15 Fast for the Dormition of the Theotokos
August 6 - Feast of Transfiguration of the Lord
August 15 - Great Feast of the Dormition

August 29 - Feast of the Beheading of the Forerunner
September 2 - Saint George Parish BBQ

SAINT GEORGE WELCOMES OUR NEWEST MEMBER!

VITO EMILIANO CARNAZZO
9 1B, 14 OZ, 21 IN.
BORN 7/ 19/17 a4

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ENTIRE CARNAZZO FAMILY! F;

Check out our new Saint George Twitter
Feed (@stgeorgesac) and Instagram
(@stgeorgemelkitesac). And help spread
the word about our wonderful communi-
ty by sharing our Facebook posts!

1620 BELL ST, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825 | POB 660425, SACRAMENTO, CA 95866 | 916.920.2900
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“We must eliminate poverty, oppression, racism...”

How is it possible to disagree with the demand for justice? Who would not agree to end all suffering? How can we not
commit our lives to bringing about a better world?

The desire for justice and an end to suffering are deeply seductive in our modern world. Being told that these are false
desires flies in the face of almost everything that characterizes our present culture. On their surface, these desires
seem deeply religious. But as religions go, they are married more to hell than to heaven. And, just to keep my readers
a little off-balance, | will start by thinking of this from a Buddhist perspective.

An easy summary of the teachings of the Buddha is to say that he offered a way to escape the world of suffering. It is
possible to critique his method and his conclusions. But, prior to the modern period, no one would have criticized his
observations regarding suffering in this world.

Siddhartha Gautama lived some centuries before Christ. Disease and death were unavoidable, medical help of but little
benefit. A large part of any population would not live to see adulthood. His story was that his parents sheltered him
from all this. His spiritual journey began when he left that safety and first encountered old age, suffering and death.
His experience posed the essential religious question: what of suffering?

It can be said that every religion in the world addresses the problem of suffering. They vary in their accounts of suffer-
ing’s origin and of the means of addressing it. But all recognize that the problem of suffering is at the very core of hu-

man existence. The Modern Project can itself be seen as a religious response to the problem of suffering. However, in
a strange twist of Christian eschatology, modernity assumes that suffering, sorrow and injustice can be ended. And, if

those things cannot be utterly obliterated, then the world is still rightly engaged in the ever-increasing pursuit of that

goal.

A common point in any endeavor is that the first 90-95 percent of a project is the most easily accomplished. The last 5
percent or so, the completion that encompasses perfection, is the most pernicious and persistent. | have friends in Ro-
tary International. One of them was the primary leader in Rotary’s efforts to eradicate polio. | recall the incredible
efforts in my childhood that removed polio from the list of American dangers. The same work has successfully reduced
its existence to only three countries. And yet, year by year, it persists. Completion is a very difficult thing.

Eliminating a disease is but a little thing. There are no vaccines against racism and poverty, no medicines that protect
us from anger and greed. Indeed, even our drive against disease has sometimes resulted in new and unforeseen dis-
ease. Current studies suggest that our overly antiseptic world is producing allergies and other intractable problems.
We may need dirt more than we know.

Christianity does not envision a world without suffering and injustice, except as a final gift from God in the Eschaton.
God has not created an evil world, but neither has He removed evil from the world or destroyed disease. Christ tram-
ples down Death by death, but does not thereby exempt His followers from enduring the same: we’re all going to die.
His invitation to take up the Cross is a blank invitation to share in His sufferings.

| have written before about the deception of “building a better world.” Perhaps it would be proper to say that it’s fine
to work for a “slightly better world,” or “improvements.” This is similar to saying that a glass of wine a day is good for
your health. However, it doesn’t take much more than that to harm your health. The drive for improvement is itself
fraught with problems.

Justice is an insatiable goal. Nothing can ever be fair enough, equal enough, right enough. Real or imagined, injustice
remains and will remain until God alone makes it otherwise. In the modern world, the pendulum swings. Revolutions
destroy empires and eradicate oppressors, always replacing them with new empires and new faces of oppression. Eve-
ry swing of the pendulum seems to leave justice at a remove.

Christ said, “The Kingdom of God does not come with observation.... the Kingdom of God is within you.” (Luke 17:20-
21). It is only with the apprehension of the inner Kingdom that human beings can be made to understand just how
difficult the Kingdom’s coming truly is. If | can’t bring forth the Kingdom within my own heart, surely | shouldn’t imag-
ine that by some act of force or law | could bring it forth within the larger world.

All of this being true, the virtues required for life in this world are not a passion for justice and zeal for a better world.
Patient endurance and the ability to bear suffering are of much greater use. For the Church, an abiding question must
be, “How do we become the kind of community that can support people in the sufferings of their lives?” This is not an
acquiescence to suffering. It is the sober recognition that the limits of our power to remake the world require us to
learn how to live in the world. Our hope is in the Kingdom of God, whose coming is sheer gift and wonder.

Fr. Stephen Freeman (https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/glory2godforallthings/)



