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CHRIST IS RISEN! ~ SUNDAY APRIL 22 ~ SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

CHURCH SCHEDULE Tone 3 Resurrectional Troparion
Saturday - 5:30 pm Vespers Let all in heaven rejoice and all on earth be glad, for the Lord has exerted power with His arm: By
0. Ordl . death He has trampled upon Death and has become the firstborn from the dead. He has delivered
Sunday-9:30 am ros (Morning Prayer) us from the bosom of Hades and has granted to the world great mercy.

Sunday - 10:30 am Divine Liturgy
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Pastor: Rev. Hezekias Carnazzo
Assisting Clergy: Hieromonk Brendan,
Deacon Dorotheos, Reader Fredrick,

SCRIPTURES - EPISTLE: ACTS 9:32 - 42 | GOSPEL: JOHN 5:1 - 15

Seminarian Steven
Mark your calendars! SI
CHURCH GROUPS

Pastoral Council e <\ 7
Contact: Steve Rosenzweig (knoinfo(@aol.com) @y sl o e g WEDNESDAYS OF PASCHA I;I'.i
Finance Council e n
Contact: Sonia Zumout (sohzu(@comcast.net) APRIL 11—May 9 O
Property Council s /
ContELt:erstin Roundtree (roundtreecottage(@me.com) W7 & ' GOSPEL OF SAINT JOHN O
Events Committee 3 Y 4 Y 4 Z
Contact: Rhonda Hosein (thonda. hoseinl @gmail.com [ &5 /e ), BisLE STUDY —]
Coffee Social 2 Ly /AEZ —
Contact: Rania Sweidan (Randas001(@yahoo.com) ZA RS Y = < Z
Ladies Guild et = Mo Divine Liturgy at 6:30 C
Contact: Ghada Salhani (ghadafares62(@hotmail.com) - ¢ =27 |\IR M
Samaritan Society (Charity) - | |\ Z 8 followed by O
Contact: Laura Struck (Imstruck(@aol.com) S 70 Kl= -
Education &Evangeh'mtion Committee W\ e the Bible study & dinner .

Contact: Raymond Vincent (rvincent. hop(@gmail.com)
Icon & Book Corner

Contact: Chatles Tieszen (tieszen(@gmail.com)

Sunday School ALL ARE WELCOME!

Contact: Mary Struck (marylstruck(@hotmail.com

Car]tostversti/eett(carI;oVe)rlstsrteet(@?mha;.com) ) JOIN US FOR- OUR FEAST DAY
Flower Committee

Gt o ot maplerck@romatcon) | BARBECUE TODAY RIGHT AFTER LITURGY!

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Do you have an hour or two to lend a hand at our future church,

Health & Salvation: 9501 Folsom Blvd? There’s plenty to do, no matter your talents!
Brahm Tieszen, Cecile, Michael & Joseph Monier, Please contact Fr. Hezekias at 703-504-8733 or

Odette Abcarius, Samia Zumout, Rosalie Kost, B .

Conor Haag, Rema Habeebi, Jessica Lee (Qurban), fatherhezeklas@gmall.com

Joshua & Emily Bickl, Kevin & Ghita Dipsia,
George, Janette, Margaret & Michael Dahdouh,

Nawal Torres, Beth Roundtree, Khader Habeebi, |f & i PATRIARCH YUSEF ABSI IS COMING

Emad Sweidan, James Ghosal, Michael Rogers,

]élstin Mli<gazz, Gec()}rge Sno\l;lr,dGeorge Handal, NS ¢ TO ST GEORGE!
g > ooy SAVE THE DATE! JULY 19, 2018

Our Patriarch Yusef Absi has heard about our growing and active
community and has chosen to make a Patriarchal Visitation to
meet and celebrate with us.

Please save the date for the Patriarchal Liturgy for the Feast of
St. Elias and a cocktail reception at our new church!

Memory Eternal:

Nehmeh Nazal, Ibrahim & Lulu Snobar, Mary and
Saverio Parisi, Vita & Vincent Virga, Virginia Lago-
marsino, George Procida, Blanche Fares, Jude Del
Rio

1620 BELL ST, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825 | POB 660425, SACRAMENTO, CA 95806 | 916.920.2900


mailto:Randas001@yahoo.com

The Paralytic and the Pool
by Father Lawrence Farley

One wonders sometimes about why the Gospel story of the healing of the paralytic was chosen for the Paschal season. One understands why the stories of
Thomas and the Myrrh-bearers were chosen, but the paralytic? Perhaps our incomprehension is rooted in our modern separation of Pascha from

baptism. In the early Church from at least the time of Tertullian (d. 220), Pascha was considered as the time for baptism, and the spectacle of many

catechumens lining up to be baptized in the baptistery (a ;
separate building in those days) and then processing with 0 XCIOMETol
solemn joy into the church to be anointed with laying on of ELiF na FA//W 5N
hands by the bishop forged an indelible link in people’s minds
between Pascha and baptism. Even now in our Pascha-night
Liturgy, in place of the Trisagion hymn we sing “As many as
have been baptized into Christ.” In early tradition, Pascha
meant baptism and baptism always had a paschal feel to it. The :

two were inextricably linked.

That might explain why all the Sunday Gospels in the Paschal
season after the Sunday of the Myrrh-bearers focus upon
water: the Samaritan woman finds Christ by the well, and the
blind man finds salvation as he washes in the pool of

Siloam. Similarly, the paralytic encounters Christ as he sat by
the waters of Bethesda. In all these Gospels, we find water, a
clear echo of baptism for those to whom baptism was linked
with Pascha. As carly as Tertullian (in his book On Baptism,
chapter 5), the presumed descent of the angel into the
Bethesda pool foreshadowed the spiritual and transformative

power of Christian baptism.

As we examine the story of the paralytic in greater depth, it is important to see that in its original context the Bethesda pool was not a source of salvation
for the paralytic, but a rival alternative to it, if not its positive impediment. Remember the details of the story: the paralytic sat languishing by the pool,
thirty-eight years in his wretched condition, hoping for healing. When the pool’s waters were stirred (by an angel, as everyone thought), he hoped to be
the first one into the pool to soak up the angel’s divine power and be cured, but being paralyzed, he was too slow, and someone always beat him to the

pool. So, he waited and waited, hoping to find salvation one day in the pool.

It was there that Jesus found him. When Jesus asked him, “Do you want to be healed?” (John 5:6), he didn’t say, “Yes Lord, please heal me!” He was still
hoping to get into the pool, and he answered, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am going another steps
down before me.” But salvation wasn’t in the pool. It was in Jesus. Jesus simply said, “Rise, take your pallet, and walk,” and the man did. He didn’t need

the pool after all. All he needed was Jesus.

In John’s subtext, the pool functions as an image of the Law and the man as an image of Israel hoping to find salvation in the Law. The paralytic had been
long in his condition, even as Israel had long been waiting for divine salvation. The Bethesda pool was thought to have been stirred by an angel, even as the
Law had been given by angels (Acts 7:53). The pool even had five porticoes (John 5:4), even as the Mosaic Law had five books—a detail noticed by Saint
Augustine. Like the paralytic who had to stop relying on the pool for salvation and turn instead to Christ, so Israel had to stop relying upon the Law to

save them, and also turn to Christ. The old was giving place to the new.

We see this contrast between the old and the new throughout John’s Gospel: not Jewish water, but Christ’s wine, not the old Temple, but Christ’s body,
not the manna in the wilderness, but Christ’s flesh. Christian faith involved turning from the old ways to the new, as sacred Jewish history veered upward
into the Kingdom and the eschaton. It was as Isaiah foretold long ago: “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you know perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19). This is the newness of Pascha, and the new life given to us in
baptism. The paralytic found this life not in the old pool, but in the living Christ. Our Paschal season reminds us that this is where we find new life and

constant renewal as well.



