
T H E  C RU C I F I X I O N  S E RV I C E 
F O R  T H E  D O M E S T I C  C H U RC H

T h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  o f t e n  ca l l ed  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  Tw e l v e  G o s p e l s .  We  h av e  l i s t ed  a l l  t w e l v e  a n d  u n d e r l i n ed  t h e 
m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a s s a ge s  f o r  t h e  “ B a s i c ”  o p t i o n .  Yo u  m a y  c o n s i d e r  a d d i ng  o t h e r s  a s  t h e  “A d v a n c ed ”  o p t i o n . 
B e fo re  y o u  b e g i n ,  w e  e n c o u ra ge  y o u  t o  m a r k  t h e  o n e s  y o u  w i l l  r ea d  a s  a  f a m i l y  i n  y o u r  B i b l e  s o  t h e y  a re 
r ea d y  t o  r ea d .  Yo u  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  h av i ng  ea c h  p e r s o n  o l d  e n o u g h  t a k i ng  t u r n s  r ea d i ng  a  G o s p e l .

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

Glory to You, Christ God our hope, glory to You. 

Heavenly King, Consoler, Spirit of Truth, present in all places and filling all things, the Treasury of Blessings and the 
Giver of Life: Come and dwell in us, cleanse us of all stain, and save our souls, O Good One.

Holy God! Holy Mighty One! Holy Immortal One! Have mercy on us. (3 times)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, forgive us our sins. Master, pardon our transgressions. Holy One, look upon us 
and heal our infirmities for Your Name’s sake.

Lord have mercy! (3 times)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both  now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Leader: For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit; now and 
ever and unto ages of ages.

R: Amen.

Lord have mercy! (12 times)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Leader:

Come, let us worship, our King and bow down before Him! (Metany)

Come, let us worship Christ God, our King, and bow down before Him! (Metany)

Come, let us worship Christ, our King and our God, and bow down before Him! (Metany)

Psalm 3 
O Lord, why do so many taunt me? 

Many are those who rise up against me;
Many are those who say of my soul:

“There is no salvation for him in his God!”
But You, O Lord, are a shield around me,

my glory: You raised my head.
Loudly did I cry out to the Lord

and from his holy mountain he listened to me.



As for me I lay down and slept,
I rose again for the Lord will be my help.

I will not fear ten thousand people
arrayed against me all around:
arise, O Lord and save me, my God!

You have stricken all who fought me without cause,
you have shattered the sinners teeth.

This deliverance is the Lord’s.
Upon your people be your blessing!

As for me I lay down and slept.
I rose again for the Lord will be my help.

  

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

Glo ry- to the Fa ther- and to the Son and to the Ho-

                 

ly- Spi rit- now and al ways- and for e- ver- and e-

   
                  

ver,- a men.-

     

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



  


 







While the glo ri- ous- Disc i- ples- were en light- ened- at the

                 

wash ing- of their feet in the Last Sup per,- then Ju das,-

                  

the wick ed- be tray- er,- sick with the love of mon ey,-

                

fell in to- dark ness,- and he de liv- ered- You,

               

the su preme- ly- right eous- Judge, to law less- judg-

                

es.- Where fore- O lov er- of mon ey,- look at the man

                   

who has hung him self- for this ver y- love

             

       


  


 

and flee from the in sa- tia- ble- soul who

                 

bold ly- dared to be tray- the Mas ter.-

               

O Lord, who are all good- to all men, glo ry- to You.
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


O Lord, to You I call: has ten- to me; has ten- to

                     

me, O Lord. O Lord, to You I call:

                 

has ten- to me; hear ken- to the voice of my prayer

                 

when I call up on- You: has ten- to

             

me, O Lord. Let my prayer rise like

                  

in cense- be fore- You, the lif ting- up of my hands

               

like the ev' ning- sac ri- fice;- has ten- to

              

me, O Lord.

         


Troparion of Holy Thursday



The Twelve Gospels

Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to...  (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John)

R. Glory to you, O Lord glory to you!

1.	 John 13.31-18.1

2.	 John 18:1-28

3.	 Matthew 26:57-75

4.	 John 18:28-19:16

R. Glory to you, O Lord glory to you!

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us (3 times)

Today is hung on a tree - traditionally sung after the Fifth Gospel (Matthew 27:3-33)

Today is hung on a tree He who suspended the earth over the waters. (3 times)
He was crowned with a crown of thorns, placed on His head, He who was the King of Angels.
He was clad in a robe of purple mockery, who clothed the heavens with clouds.
He who received the scourging, in Jordan gave freedom to Adam.
With nails was He fastened who is the Bridegroom of the Church.  
With a spear was He pierced, the son of the Virgin.
We adore Your Passion, O Christ! (3 times)
Let us behold Your glorious Resurrection.

Let us not celebrate the Passover of old, since our Passover is Christ, and He has been slain for our sake.  
Let us purify ourselves from all stain, and in purity entreat Him, saying, 
“Arise, O Lord, and save us, for You are the Lover of mankind!”
Your Cross, O Lord, is Life and Resurrection, and in it is our hope.  
We praise You, our crucified God!  Have mercy on us.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
O Christ, the one who gave You birth exclaimed when she saw You crucified:

 “O my Son, what a strange mystery do I see?  How can the Giver of Life die hung upon a tree?”

Leader: 

On Holy and Great Friday, we celebrate the holy sufferings which our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ endured for 
our salvation: the spitting, the blows, the scourging, the insults and mockery, the purple robe, the reed, the sponge, the 
vinegar, the nails, the lance and – above all – the Cross and death which He freely accepted to save us.  And we add the 
confession by which the good thief, crucified with Him, found salvation upon the cross.

O Word of the living God, today upon the Cross You permit death to take hold of the God of Life.

The thief uses his tongue as a key to open Paradise as he says, “Remember me, O Lord, in Your Kingdom!”

By the ineffable mercy which You have poured out on us, O Christ our God, take pity on us. Through the prayers of our 
holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy on us and save us. 

R. Amen.

5.	 Matthew 27:3-33

6.	 Mark 15:16-32

7.	 Matthew 27:33-35

8.	 Luke 23:32-49

9.	  John 19:25-37

10.	 Mark 15:43-47

11.  John 19 38-42

12.  Matthew 27:62-66


